


White Bird was born in 1807 in the Lamtáma band of 
the Nez Perce Tribe located on White Bird Creek.

His Indian name piyóopiyo x̣ayx̣áyx̣
means extinct crane-like bird, white.



White Bird was among the most adamantly
against selling Nez Perce land during the
1863 Treaty proceedings. He was also a
prominent, experienced leader among the
non-treaty bands who were involved in the
Nez Perce War of 1877.



White Bird Battlefield is the location of the first battle of the Nez Perce Flight of 1877. On June 17, 1877, Captain
David Perry and his troops moved into the canyon to strike the Nez Perce who were sheltering in one of their
winter villages. The soldiers encountered a peace party of six warriors carrying a white flag riding towards
them. A civilian volunteer shot twice at the peace party and the battle began. The U.S. cavalry was defeated
with heavy losses and the Nez Perce began their long journey to find safety and sanctuary.

https://www.nps.gov/nepe/planyourvisit/upload/WHBI_Guide_Final_2015.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/nepe/planyourvisit/upload/WHBI_Guide_Final_2015.pdf


https://www.nps.gov/maps/stories/flight-of-1877-sites.html
https://www.nps.gov/maps/stories/flight-of-1877-sites.html
https://www.nps.gov/maps/stories/flight-of-1877-sites.html


This epic journey of the Nez Perce covered more than 1,170 miles
across four states and multiple mountain ranges, and about 250 Nez
Perce warriors held off the pursuing US Army troops in 18 battles.



The small town of White Bird, Idaho was
named after Chief White Bird.



http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprd3823848.pdf
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprd3823848.pdf
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